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ABSTRACT

Morarji Desai has been a major figure in Indian administrative and
political life for well over fifty years. His public image nevertheless
has been gray to grim, and his influence on policy would appear to
have been minor. The prudish, self-righteous style that he exhibits
privately and publicly is exemplified in this statement from the
Preface.” | have. . . undertaken this venture of writing my
autobiography realizing that it is my duty to write about my
experiences so that the reader might get some guidance from them
when he is confused.” Indeed, this self-study is a critically important
corrective to the liberal-socialist gloss that has colored much of the
writing on Indian politics, and its group of senior leaders, over the
past forty years.

Morarji, at this writing, is in jail, following the emergency of June
1975 called by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and declared by India’s
President. He is in jail, although he was the leader of an opposition
coalition in Gujarat that shortly before had defeated Mrs. Gandhi’s

Congress Party in a state election.
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